Organochlorine pesticides and hexachlorobenzene in tissues of fish and invertebrates caught near a sewage outfall.
Concentrations of organochlorine pesticides and hexachlorobenzene (HCB) were determined in 16 fish, 1 mollusc and 1 crustacean species living near a cliff-face sewage outfall. For the 15 organochlorine compounds scanned, HCB, chlordane, dieldrin and SigmaDDT were recorded in highest concentrations. There was considerable variation in concentrations between muscle and liver and between species. Livers had higher concentrations of organochlorines and a higher percentage lipid than muscle. The highest concentrations were recorded in livers of the elasmobranch and tetraodontiform fishes. Organochlorines were only recorded at low concentrations in muscle, often at or near detection limits. No organochlorines were detected in the two invertebrate species.